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PHIL 273: JUSTICE (SPRING 2017) 
307 DEY, MONDAY/WEDNESDAY 3:35-4:50 

Professor Amy Berg 
EMAIL: amyeberg@unc.edu 

OFFICE: 10 Caldwell Hall 
OFFICE HOURS: Fridays 12:30-2:30 (or by appointment) 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
One of the main tasks of political philosophy is to come up with theories of justice. How should 
society be organized? How do we define justice, and what is its relationship to injustice? Some of 
the most important work in 20th-century political philosophy, from Rawls’s Theory of Justice to 
Nozick’s Anarchy, State, and Utopia, attempts to answer these questions. But are these philosophers 
missing something? In her classic work of feminist political philosophy, Justice, Gender, and the 
Family (JGF), Susan Moller Okin argues that theories of justice systematically ignore or distort the 
ways in which gender affects how we think about justice. By reading classic texts from 20th-century 
political philosophy together with Okin’s work, and the work of other feminist political 
philosophers, we will: 

 Survey influential theories of justice, 
 Assess Okin’s criticisms of these theories, and  
 Explore what changes, if any, we should make to our understanding of justice in light of 

these criticisms. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES 
You will need:  

 The readings. We will be using one book and a number of other readings: 
o The book, Justice, Gender, and the Family (Susan Moller Okin, Basic Books 1991, 

ISBN 978-0465037032), is available at the UNC Bookstore. It is also widely and 
cheaply available at other bookstores. 

o The other readings you will need are collected in our course reader, which is 
available at the UNC bookstore. 

Complete all assigned readings before coming to class. 
 Access to Sakai, where I will post the syllabus, assignments, and other information.  

Assignments: There are four assignments due in this course: 
 Two take-home exams (3 pages and 4 pages), due by the start of class on February 13 and 

March 6. 
 A draft of the 6-8 page final paper is due by the start of class on April 3.  
 The final version is due on May 8.  
All assignments will be graded anonymously; you should put your PID, not your name, on them. 
You must turn in all assignments in order to pass the course. 

Attendance and participation:  
 Participation is part of your final grade in this course; to participate, you need to attend. You 

are allowed two unexcused absences over the course of the semester; if you must be 
absent more than that, please speak to me (and bring documentation from a doctor or 
dean). I will deduct half a percent from your participation grade for each additional 
unexcused absence. 
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 But participation is more than just attendance! In order to receive full participation points, 
come ready to make active, serious, charitable contributions to class discussion. I reserve 
the right to call on students at random if you are not participating actively.  If you are 
not comfortable participating in class, I will count active, serious, charitable visits to my 
office hours toward your participation grade. 

The grade breakdown is: 
 Take-home exam 1: 20% 
 Take-home exam 2: 30% 
 Final paper draft: (ungraded, but failure to turn it in will result in the standard lateness 

penalty’s being applied to your final paper grade) 

 Final paper: 40% 
 Participation: 10% 

The grade scale is: 
 A: 93-100% A-: 90-92% 
B+: 87-89% B: 83-86% B-: 80-82% 
C+: 77-79% C: 73-76% C-: 70-72% 
D+: 67-69% D: 60-66%  
F: below 60%   

Lateness policy: Assignments must be turned in at the start of class on the day they are due. 
There are no exceptions unless you make prior arrangements with me. I will deduct three 
percent of your final grade if the paper is turned in the day it’s due any time after the start of class 
and one-third of a grade for each day after that that the paper is late (so, for example, a paper that 
would have gotten 100% if it were turned in on time on Tuesday would get 91% if turned in on 
Thursday).  

On writing: Your success in this class depends on the ability to express yourself clearly. Here are 
some writing resources I recommend: 

 The Writing Center (SASB North; writingcenter.unc.edu/) will talk through ideas, work 
through a draft with you, and generally give advice at all stages of the writing process.  

 The Learning Center (SASB North; http://learningcenter.unc.edu/) has a variety of 
resources, including workshops and peer tutoring, that can help you succeed in this and 
your other courses.  

 Style, by Joseph M. Williams (University of Chicago Press, 1990) is an excellent guide to 
clear and forceful writing. It’s widely and cheaply available at bookstores and through 
Amazon. 

Other policies 
 Electronic devices (laptops, tablets, phones, etc.) are not allowed in class, except by 

permission. If you need to use an electronic device in order to be successful in this course, 
please speak with me. 

 You must observe UNC’s Honor Code. All work you turn in must be written by you, 
without anyone else’s assistance, and not self-plagiarized (that is, you may not turn in work 
you have written for a previous class). I am happy to talk to you if you have any questions 
about the Honor Code, or you can consult https://studentconduct.unc.edu/. If I suspect that 
you may be in violation of the Honor Code, I will not hesitate to report you to the Office of 
Student Conduct. 
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 If you need an accommodation for a disability or for religious, athletic, or any other reasons, 
please let me know during the first week of the course. If you have concerns about 
accessibility, I encourage you to visit UNC’s Accessibility Resources and Service website 
(https://accessibility.unc.edu/about-ars) and speak with me about your concerns. 

 You are welcome and encouraged to come to my office hours or make an appointment with 
me whenever you want to talk about the course material, your assignments, or any other 
philosophy-related concerns you have. 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS [READINGS LABELED “JGF” ARE FROM JUSTICE, GENDER, 
AND THE FAMILY; ALL OTHER READINGS ARE IN THE COURSE READER] 

Wednesday, January 11: Course introduction  
Reading: None 

Monday, January 16: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY – NO CLASS  
 Reading: None 
Wednesday, January 18: Defining justice 

Reading: Plato, The Republic 

Monday, January 23: Gender justice 
 Reading: Johnson, The Gender Knot; Hofstadter, “A Person Paper on Purity in Language” 
Wednesday, January 25: Gender and philosophy 

Reading: Tuana, “Woman and the History of Philosophy” 

Monday, January 30: Contractualist justice 
Reading: Rawls, sections 1-4; OPTIONAL: Freeman, Rawls (posted to Sakai) 
Take-home exam 1 assigned Monday 

Wednesday, February 1: Contractualist justice 
Reading: Rawls, sections 11-12 and 15-16 

 
Monday, February 6: Contractualist justice  
 Reading: Rawls, sections 24-26 
Wednesday, February 8: Contractualist justice 

Reading: Rawls, sections 44 and 70-71 

Monday, February 13: Contractualist justice: Okin’s response 
 Reading: JGF ch. 5 

Take-home exam 1 due Monday 
Wednesday, February 15: Contractualist justice: Okin’s response  

Reading: None 

Monday, February 20: Libertarian justice 
 Reading: Nozick, ch. 2 

Take-home exam 2 assigned Monday  
Wednesday, February 22: Libertarian justice 

Reading: Nozick, ch. 3 

Monday, February 27: Libertarian justice 
 Reading: Nozick, ch. 7 section 1 
Wednesday, March 1: Libertarian justice 

Reading: Nozick, ch. 7 section 2 
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Monday, March 6: Libertarian justice: Okin’s response 
 Reading: JGF ch. 4 

Take-home exam 2 due Monday  
Wednesday, March 8: Libertarian justice: Okin’s response 

Reading: None 

Monday, March 13: SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 
Reading: None 

Wednesday, March 15: SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 
 Reading: None 

Monday, March 20: Conservative justice 
Reading: Sandel, Bloom 
Final paper draft assigned Monday 

 Wednesday, March 22: Conservative justice: Okin’s response 
 Reading: JGF ch. 2 

Monday, March 27: Spheres of justice 
 Reading: Walzer  
Wednesday, March 29: Spheres of justice: Okin’s response 

Reading: JGF ch. 6 

Monday, April 3: Communitarian justice 
 Reading: MacIntyre  

Final paper draft due Monday 
Wednesday, April 5: Communitarian justice: Okin’s response 

Reading: JGF ch. 3 (beginning-p. 62) 

Monday, April 10: Multiculturalism and justice 
 Reading: Okin, “Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?” 
Wednesday, April 12: Multiculturalism and justice 

Reading: Al-Hibri, “Is Western Patriarchal Feminism Good for Third World/Minority 
Women?”; Nussbaum, “A Plea for Difficulty” 

Monday, April 17: Marriage and justice 
Reading: JGF ch. 7 

Wednesday, April 19: Marriage and justice 
 Reading: Brake, “Is Divorce Promise-Breaking?” 

Monday, April 24: Marriage and justice 
Reading: Brake, Minimizing Marriage ch. 7 

Wednesday, April 26: Course wrap-up 
Reading: JGF ch. 8 

Monday, May 8: Final and course wrap-up  
Final paper due Monday at 4 pm  

 

 


